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driving pait of the way and riding the rest. After a hurried breakfast we pushed on between twenty or thirty miles more, slept the night at a little village rest-house, and next morning reached the elephant country.
At Jatga, the present capital of the Matin Zammdari, we first came on the trace of the huge quarry We found their marks close to the hamlet and at the very door of the manager's office Under a tree m front of the office lay the huge bleached skull of a wild elephant that had died some time before. We heard melancholy tales of the ravages of these monsters Again and again as, map in hand, we mentioned villages which were marked on our proposed route the remark was, " Deserted * no one lives there. The jungle elephants have driven man out" The Jatga Gaontya (or head man of the village) pointed, with a strange mixture of awe and triumph, to a sheer precipice near the Setgarh Hill about eight miles off, over which four out of a herd of five wild elephants, rushing along m panic, had fallen and been dashed to pieces Forsyth tells the story in his " Highlands of Central India."
We pushed on over the hills through magnificent sal jungle and the wild hill scenery to Kudri, where, weary enough with our long and trying elephant ride, we gladly saw Mr. Meikle-john's tents and received his cheery welcome. Kudri is about three miles short of Basan, to which we had been summoned. ' Our telegram had been received after a whole day*s delay, as is the manner of these parts; and Mr. Meiklejohn had then started off for Basan, taking all his belongings with him and driving his camels before him like an Old Testament patriarch, because the servants feared to march without him. Suddenly, in the middle of the jungle, in grass about six feet high, his camels halted He demanded an explanation. " This is Basan," said the guide. Basan had been deserted: the elephants had taken possession and warned off the human claimants of the village. Kudri was the nearest habitation of man, so he had pitched the tents there.